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Dear Parents, 

     We are pleased to report that the Middle States Asso-
ciation, through it’s technical review process, has ap-
proved our Accreditation for Growth academic and affec-
tive objectives and our faculty is hard at work creating the 
Action Plans to bring them to fruition.  We are hopeful 
that we will achieve full accreditation during the 2005—
2006 school year.   

     As part of our emphasis on meeting the affective 
needs of our students and building the home-school rela-
tionship, we have introduced several new programs in 
addition to our Home Base initiative. 

      A few weeks ago, we piloted Family Fun Flick Friday 
and we had over 200 students and parents join us for the 
viewing of the original King Kong and a Three Stooges 
short.  My favorite line from a student that evening  was, 
“I had a lot of fun even though I was with my parents.”   
Can we ask for more during the challenging pre-teen 
years?  We are pleased to be able to provide this opportu-
nity for families to spend quality fun time together in a 
school setting.   Based on the great feedback, we cer-
tainly will have more of these events.  Tentatively, for next 
school year, we also plan on a Halloween theme movie 
night — perhaps the original Dracula?   You can start 
planning now.   

     We are also piloting our first Talent Show this year.  
We thank Mrs. Sazani for providing our students with this 
opportunity.  It should be a lot of fun for students whose 
talents are not usually showcased on a stage.   

     In order to further build a culture of kindness in our 
school and community, we are introducing an ongoing 
program called, “A Kindness a Day.”  Every day our stu-
dents will be provided with a simple kindness suggestion.   
The suggestions may be accomplished within school or 
at home; in order to provide parents with opportunities to 
help build this culture of kindness, we will provide you 
with a day-by-day calendar of the suggestions.  Of 
course, parents are free to choose to participate or not — 
it’s totally up to you.  But, we hope that you will take this 
structured opportunity to discuss with your children ways 
they may be kind to others.  This partnership between 
school and home will  build a more caring Garden City 
Middle School community.   

     We look forward to this partnership as we help our 
children achieve academic success with the development 
of their ethics, values and citizenship.    

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 

      

GCMS Music Box Players  

Getting to Know You…The King and I  

 March 18 & March 19 at 7:30 PM.   

Net proceeds from ticket sales will be donated 
to charity.    

American Association of Teachers of Italian 
Original Poetry Contest Award  

First Prize — Level One 
Christopher  Theobalt 

Teacher—Mrs. Caruthers 

Garden City Middle School’s Dress Code 
Please be advised that in order to ensure a proper learning environment, we  
impose disciplinary consequences when students fail to meet the requirements 
of the school’s dress code.  While the vast majority of our students dress in a 
fully appropriate manner, we must remain vigilant to ensure a wholesome 
school atmosphere for all.    

The middle school’s dress code follows: 

All students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to 
dress appropriately for school and school functions. Students and their parents 
have the primary responsibility for acceptable student dress and appearance.  

Students shall: 

1. Attend school appropriately dressed in a manner that meets health and safety 
standards and does not interfere with the learning process; 

2. TOTALLY cover midriffs and underwear; they shall wear pants, shorts, skirts 
and skorts no shorter than mid-thigh in length, including slits; 

3. Not wear tube tops, shoulder-less tops, net tops, halter tops, spaghetti string 
tops,  plunging necklines (front or back), and see-through garments; 

4. Not wear items that might be considered vulgar, obscene, or libelous; deni-
grate others on account of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, or disability; promote or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, 
or illegal drugs; encourage illegal or violent activities; are contrary to the 
school’s educational mission; 

5. Wear safe footwear at all times; while flip-flops and loose sandals are not 
prohibited, we ask parents to discourage their children from wearing these items 
to school. 

6. Not wear hats in the classroom except for a medical or religious purpose. 

Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their 
appearance according to the regulations determined by the school and shall be 
subject to disciplinary action.   



STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS 
The middle school congratulates the following PTA Reflections contest winners: 
Literature:    1st Place:     Thomas McGeough 
                     2nd Place:     Victoria Trentacoste 
                     3rd Place:      Christina Pallai 
                     Honorable Mentions:  Caroline Betz, Elizabeth DeBold, Nicole Matteini,  
                                                          Allison Shen, Elizabeth Slattery 
                    Overall District Winner-Literature :   2nd Place:  Thomas McGeough 

Photography Winners:                                                               
                      1st Place:  Elizabeth Boruch– Crossing Guard  
                      2nd Place:  Joseph Crapotta– Eye Got It 
                      3rd Place:  Marissa Burdi 
                      Honorable Mentions: Joey Crapotta 

FYI-              
• Any student who is absent from school or is sent home from school during the day is not 

permitted to attend any after school activities, including sports.  

• The Middle School attendance number to report absences and lateness’s is now 478-3009 or 478-3088.  
Parents are requested to advise the school of a child’s absence or lateness by 
telephoning the school before 9:00 AM.   

• For your child’s safety and the safety of others, students who feel ill MUST re-
port to the nurse who will  log a dismissal of illness . Students may use the tele-
phone in the health office, NOT  cell phones to call parents. 

Visual Arts:    1st Place:     James Melone 
                       2nd Place:  Gregory Giordano 
                       3rd Place:   Kimberly Go 
 
Music:             1st Place:    Kimberly Go 
                        2nd Place:  Jorge Gardyn 
                       Overall District  Winner:    Kimberly Go 
                       Nassau County Winner:    Kimberly Go 

 
STUDENT DIPLOMATS 

At an induction ceremony held at the 
Crest Hollow Country Club, Alexander 
and Maria Ortiz, were each recognized 
by the Board of Directors of The Diabe-
tes Research Institute Foundation Long 
Island Region as Diabetes Diplomats.  
They will each serve as a liaison among 
the community, school and the founda-
tion as an advocate for diabetes aware-
ness, education and fundraising.  
 

The Garden City Music Program enchants visiting 
composer, Robert Sheldon...Robert Sheldon, 
distinguished performer and revered composer, recently visited the 
Garden City School District and conducted five of our outstanding 
ensembles.  With hardly enough time to catch his breath, Mr. 
Sheldon used every minute  to work with our Middle School's 6th, and 
7th grade bands under the direction of Mr. Mordhorst and 
Mrs. Boonshaft  Each of the ensembles worked under Mr. 
Sheldon on his compositions, gaining knowledge and insight 
into the music that only the composer would know. 

Playing pieces with such intriguing titles as: The Garden of the Black Rose, The 
Crossings, Mystic Journey, The Longford Legend and Final Voyage, our 
students were given the opportunity to question and hear the thought process 
that is involved in composing music.  They were amazed to find out that Mr. 
Sheldon started composing when he was in middle school by writing pieces for 
his friends to play together. His first composition was published at 18 years old.  
The two 6th grade pieces were performed at the Middle School Winter concert 
in December and the 7th grade will be performing The Garden of the Black 
Rose in the spring.   

The Secondary Music Department would like to thank principals, Mr. Hank 
Hardy and Mr. Peter Osroff for supporting this project and thank Mr. Eric 
Mordhorst for his assistance in making this day of discovery happen. 

DATES TO REMEMBER                              

•  March 16 9-Noon and March 22 7-9 p.m.– Parent-
Teacher Conferences 

• March 18 and March 19– 7:30 p.m. School Play 

• March 21– Green Health forms due for Spring sports 

• March 24-March 28– Schools Closed Spring Recess  

• April 12- “Risky Business” Forum  

 
Students in Mr. Strauzer’s 7th grade French class recently 
completed a shopping project, describing five articles of 
clothing or accessories in French, including the item, the 
color(s),  European sizes, material, and the price using the 
Euro.  Students’ creative ideas included  modeling clothing, 
fashion catalogs, taking pictures of their pets in articles of 
clothing, as well as stuffed animals dressed in the most 
outrageous outfits.  Students not only practiced their 
French but had a great time!!! 

Students in Mr. Strauzer’s 8th grade French and Spanish 
classes completed the House and Home Unit by creating 
projects about different  rooms and items found around the 
house.  Students illustrated each room and item, as well as 
wrote sentences in the target language. Students were en-
couraged to use a variety of presentation options (website 
design, PowerPoint, posters, build a replica of their home, 
create a booklet, make a diorama using doll 
house furniture, etc.).  Students did an ex-
cellent job and also met the NYS Check-
point World Language Learning Standards.       

 



Scheduling for the 2005—2006 School Year 
 

Our Guidance department has already begun the scheduling process for the up-
coming school year.  Fifth grade students and parents have made their music and 
world language selections and our guidance counselors have visited Stewart and 
Stratford schools to talk to the students about life at GCMS.  In March, each fifth 
grade class will visit the middle school for a “Buddy Day” where they will attend 
classes and enjoy lunch with their sixth grade buddy.  During the buddy visit, the 
fifth grade teachers and GCMS counselors will meet to discuss each student and 
assist in their individual placement and transition.  Please be sure to contact Mr. 
Vincent Tuminello (next year’s sixth grade counselor) at 478-3020, if you have any 
questions or concerns about your child’s placement. 
 
Our current sixth and seventh grade students have made their elective choices for 
next year and their schedules will be finalized in the spring.  In addition, the eighth 
into ninth grade articulation process began with a parent orientation meeting at 
GCHS and an assembly for all eighth grade students at the middle school.  GCHS 
elective teachers ran an elective fair where students asked questions about the 
various elective courses that are open to them.  Each eighth grade student met in-
dividually with their guidance counselor to plan their ninth grade program; com-
pleted course selection cards should already have been signed by parents and re-
turned to Mr. Vincent Tumminello.   
 
Please note that the criteria for high school honors placement have been revised.  
As the individual GCHS academic departments set these requirements, parents 
should consult the 2005-2006 Garden City High School Course Guide for spe-
cific course information, or they can call Mr. Tuminello with any questions about 
their child’s placement.   
 
We have also placed the high school’s honor classes’ criteria in chart format on our 
middle school Web page in order to give you an overview.  However, please re-
member that this criteria is set by the high school and all appeals must be directed 
to the high school.   

HEALTH WATCH 
According to a recent New York State law, students entering middle 
school on or after September 1, 2005, must be vaccinated against 

Varicella (Chicken Pox) OR produce verification from a physician tht 
he/she has had the disease.  Under this law, students will NOT be al-
lowed to enter the sixth grade unless the required information is on 

file with the school Health Office. 
 


